
New life,  
new hope

Pioneering  
Blood Cancer  
Treatment  
at The Jewish  
Hospital  —  
Mercy Health

CELEBRATING A SHARED LEGACY OF CARE:  
THE CAMPAIGN FOR THE JEWISH HOSPITAL — MERCY HEALTH



In 1993, The Jewish Hospital — Mercy Health 
opened an adult marrow transplant unit, 
becoming the first hospital in Cincinnati to do 
so. We’re proud to have been at the forefront 
of bringing this life-saving procedure to our 
city and region, and, with more than 120 
blood stem cell and bone marrow transplants 
performed annually, we’re proud to remain 
the leader today. 

Our clinicians care for patients with any 
blood cancer or disorder, including 
leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma and anemia, 
in addition to performing stem cell 
transplants. Our stem cell transplant 
program is the only program in the region, 
and one of only 194 in the world, to be 
accredited by the Foundation for the 
Accreditation of Cellular Therapy (FACT), 
whose rigorous standards signify overall 
excellence and an exceptional level of 
quality patient care. 

With every procedure, we give patients new 
hope for a healthy future. That’s why we need 
your help to ensure that our future is vibrant  
and strong. 

Caring for body, mind  
and spirit 
Blood and marrow transplants are intensive 
procedures, requiring patients to stay in the 
hospital for weeks and sometimes months. 
Our 23-bed stand-alone unit provides 
advanced care while making the hospital 
stay as comfortable and stress free as 
possible for patients and their families. 

With the combination of clinical expertise 
and deep compassion that The Jewish 
Hospital is known for, our Blood Cancer 
Center doctors and nurses, along with other 
healthcare professionals, provide truly 
personalized care to patients throughout 
their stay and long after their discharge, 
including the entire recovery period. 

The challenge:  
preparing for tomorrow 
The rapidly evolving science of blood cancer 
care continues to raise the survival rates for 
the most common types of these cancers. 
Giving our patients the best possible chance 
to win their battle requires that we continue 
to advance our technologies and 
procedures. In fact, our physician strategy 
group placed a new blood cancer center at 
the top of their priority list as planning 
commenced for The Jewish Hospital 
expansion and renovation. 

The solution: integrated,  
state-of-the-art facilities 
Our patients turn to us for the most 
advanced cancer care. To fulfill that promise, 
we plan to dedicate the entire third floor of 
our new tower to state-of-the-art cancer 
services, including our nationally recognized 
Blood Cancer Center for adult blood and 
marrow transplantation. This integrated 
design facilitates close collaboration and 
clear communication among our 
multidisciplinary teams and the most 
efficient use of all of the resources that 
support them. Equipped with the latest 
technology and staffed with our team of 
proven experts, our center will offer healing 
and hope in ways not possible today.

Be a partner in hope 
Together, we can make a life-saving 
difference every day at The Jewish Hospital 
Blood Cancer Center. With your generous 
help, we can prepare today to harness the 
scientific advances to come. Your 
contributions will help chart new frontiers  
in blood cancer care and enable those 
discoveries to more quickly transform the 
standard of care here in Greater Cincinnati. 
You will help bring the promise of new  
life and new hope to the people who  
need it most.



“ Treating patients with 
cancer effectively 
means caring for 
body, mind and spirit. 
Hospital renovations 
will enhance our ability 
to serve patients and 
their loved ones.”

James Essell, MD, 
Medical Director,  
Blood Cancer Center

A story of hope 
Erika Turner had everything to live for.  
Her devoted husband. Her two loving 
teenage sons. But when cancer struck in 
her early 40s, she didn’t know how much 
time she might have left to live. 

Upon being diagnosed with acute 
lymphocytic leukemia, a cancer of the 
blood, Erika underwent aggressive 
chemotherapy and radiation treatments, 
which proved unsuccessful. Her hope for 
surviving rested on one final option: a  
bone marrow transplant. 

Knowing its reputation for excellence  
in bone marrow transplants, Erika’s  
family physician sent her to The Jewish 
Hospital, where she met Dr. Miguel  
Islas-Ohlmayer and the rest of the Blood 
Cancer Center staff. 

“The staff here, the doctors, the nurses, the 
housekeeping, the radiologists… everyone 
here was just fantastic to me and my 
family,” Erika said.  

Erika received her bone marrow  
transplant in December 2010, just three 
days before Christmas, and her life-saving 
procedure has proven to be the gift that’s 
kept on giving. 

More than four years later, Erika’s vibrant 
personality and infectious smile touch all 

who meet her. “Our kids have had the extra 
time to be with her. She’s [now] seen one 
son graduate from high school,” said Erika’s 
husband, describing his joy in sharing these 
precious post-transplant years with his 
wife—and family intact. 

Thanks to Dr. Islas-Ohlmayer and the team 
at the Blood Cancer Center, Erika’s story of 
fear and uncertainty became a story of 
hope and, ultimately, a story of triumph.
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To learn more about how  
to give, call 513-981-6724.


