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You make good happen

YOU HELPED 
KATHY HIT  
THE GROUND 
RUNNING WITH  
A NEW KNEE 
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KATHY IS BACK TO POWER WALKING  
 AFTER ROBOTIC KNEE   

 REPLACEMENT SURGERY  
Kathy Vernace woke up one  
morning and couldn’t walk. It was a 
rude awakening for this 67-year-old 
who took up running at age 50 and 
completed a half-marathon at 63. 
But she wasn’t sidelined long,  
thanks to you.

Though her knee pain had been 
getting worse for a while, she kept 
putting off knee replacement sur-
gery. She had even worn her best 
high heels to her 50th high school 
reunion the night before. Now the 
doctor’s words echoed in her head, 
“It’s going to get worse.”

A few days later, Kathy waited 
anxiously in the exam room and 
burst into tears when the surgeon, 
Dr. Miller, entered. “It’s time, isn’t 
it?” Dr. Miller quietly asked. 

Thanks to your generosity, new 
robotic surgery technology is  
available at Mercy Health and  
Dr. Miller thought Kathy was the 
perfect candidate. The robotic 
NAVIO knee-replacement 
system helped the surgeon  
give Kathy a new knee with 
less pain, a smaller scar and 
faster recovery.

A year later, Kathy, now 69, is back 
in the swing with her new knee.  
“I power walk four miles a day, four 
days a week, and do weight training 
on the other days,” she says. 

She and Dr. Miller recently spoke 
about her positive experience to a 
local group. And just before the two 
went on stage, Kathy attended to an 
important detail…

“I put my high heels on in the lobby,” 
she remembers with a grin.

It was a mother’s story of her child’s rare genetic disease that motivated Dr. Theresa 
Popp Braun to create the Foundation’s Champions For Children (C4C) Giving Circle.

“When we established the Giving Circle, we decided it would benefit children,”  
she said. “They are the smallest among us, and there are so many needs, especially 
with the youngest patients. We have since been able to include a scholarship for a 
Mercy College student in addition to projects for Mercy Health Children’s Hospital.”

But Dr. Braun didn’t want to just make her own donations. She wanted her gifts  
to go further by combining them with the gifts of others. The Giving Circle allows 
others to combine their contributions to make a bigger impact than they might  
do individually.

“It’s a win-win for involving people,” said Theresa. “We can give back to the 
community, learn about Mercy Health and be great ambassadors.”

Why I give: 

Thanks to you, Kathy’s knee is strong and 
pain-free so she can walk four miles a 
day and even wear high heels again.

SOMETIMES THE GREATEST NEED IS FOR  
THE SMALLEST PATIENTS



Ben and Nicole Jarrett were excited 
for their new baby on the way. Then 
they found out that their daughter 
was suffering from intrauterine 
growth restriction and needed to be 
delivered right away—more than 
nine weeks early.

“This was the first moment of  
many that changed our lives,” the 
Jarretts said. 

Thanks to you, they got help from 
the experts at Mercy Health – Chil-
dren’s Hospital. The Jarretts’ daugh-
ter, Eve, was born unresponsive and 

had to be resuscitated. She weighed 
2 pounds and was only 13 ¾ inches 
long. She spent 52 days in the 
hospital’s neonatal intensive care 
unit (NICU) struggling with jaun-
dice, feeding and blood sugar issues, 
and trouble gaining weight.

“It was a roller coaster ride that 
made that year by far the hardest of 
our lives,” her parents said. 

Now Eve is a thriving six-year-old, 
thanks to your gifts to Mercy  
Health – Children’s Hospital! She 
loves giraffes, gymnastics and 

playing with her siblings, Nathan, 
Lilli and Bennett. 

Your contributions fund life-saving 
equipment like new isolette incuba-
tors in the hospital’s NICU that were 
vital to Eve’s survival. “Eve was a 
tiny, fragile baby, but she was also 
full of strength and determination,” 
said Nicole and Ben.

YOUR GIFTS SAVED EVE’S 
LIFE WHEN SHE WAS 
BORN MORE THAN TWO 
MONTHS PREMATURE

Eve weighed only two pounds at birth, but 
now she’s a healthy, thriving six-year-old, 
thanks to you.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Date of birth: ___________________________________________________________

Phone number: _________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________

Return your updated information in the postage-paid envelope before March 31  
for a chance to win. Or update online at mercysurvey.com or call us at (800) 999-2744.

Update your info and be entered to

Win a new iPad!

“The donors to Mercy  
Health — Children’s Hospital 
gave her everything she  
needed to fight and survive.”
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Amanda Smith and her family live 
an hour away from Toledo, and her 
husband was working two jobs when 
their son, Josiah, was born at 27 
weeks, weighing only 2 pounds, 12 
ounces. He had to spend 65 days in 
the neonatal intensive care unit 
(NICU) at Mercy Health – Children’s 
Hospital until he was strong enough 
to go home.

Amanda wanted to be close to her 
son, no matter what. And thanks to 
you, she was able to stay near her 
baby at Home Away From Home.

 

Your gifts provide the hotel-like 
facility for families of patients in 
Mercy Health – Children’s Hospital 
or Mercy Health – St. Vincent 
Medical Center. It features 15 private 
guest rooms, a lobby, children’s play 
area, computer workspace, kitchen 
and laundry room.

“After he was born, I was able to 
transfer over to Home Away From 
Home out of the hospital,” Amanda 
said. She spent every day with 
Josiah, returning to Home Away 
From Home to cook meals, rest 
and visit with other families  

staying at the facility.

“My husband joined me on the 
weekends and my mom even came 
to stay some,” Amanda said. Not 
having to travel an hour each way 
just to see her son made a world of 
difference to Amanda. 

Josiah is now a healthy toddler and 
Amanda is thankful for how you 
helped her family. 

CONTACT US!
Mercy Health Foundation Greater Toledo
Tim Koder, President & CDO
(419) 251-2117
2525 Cherry Street
Toledo, OH 43608 

12209TOLNWL (2-19)

YOU GAVE AMANDA A HOME 
AWAY FROM HOME WHEN  
HER BABY WAS IN THE NICU

That’s what a will can be. A gift in your will is an  
opportunity to create a future—one where a person with 
the most challenging health issues can be successfully 
treated and go on to live a happy, healthy life. Make your 
will one that begins many lives. Simply call us at  
(419) 251-2117 or e-mail us at fdntoledo@mercy.com

Make your will a document 
that impacts a life.

foundation.mercy.com/toledo

Send your gift to the Foundation in the 
enclosed envelope.

Call us. We’d love to talk with you!
Make your donation online today at 
foundation.mercy.com/toledo

What you can do today!

Josiah’s mom was able to stay near him when he was born at 27 weeks,  
instead of driving an hour each way to their home.

Day of Miracles
SAVE THE DATE!

April 24 | 5 a.m.–6:30 p.m.
Live Telethon, WTOL Channel 11  
and the Mercy Autism Clinic

“Being right there at the 
hospital was a blessing.  
It’s an amazing resource,” 
said Amanda.


