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YOU SAVED KIM—AND HER FAMILY—
FROM BREAST CANCER  

Kim Acosta was a busy wife and 
mother, full-time college student, and 
working part-time. “By the time I 
acknowledged the mass in my breast, 
we didn’t have insurance,” she says. 

Kim turned to the Mercy Health 
– Lorain Hospital Women’s Center. 
Within 48 hours, Kim got a breast 
cancer diagnosis, referral to a 
surgeon, and a plan of action. And 
thanks to your gifts, Kim was 
offered emotional support she didn’t 
even know she would need. The 
Mercy Health – Cancer Center takes 
a body, mind and spirit approach to 
cancer treatment.

“They asked if I’d like to talk to a 
social worker,” she recalls. “I said, 
‘Hey, I am a social worker, I don’t 
need a social worker.”  

During her almost year-long treat-
ment, Kim did reach out for those 

services. Not just for herself, but for 
her family. And you helped the 
Acostas get the support they 
needed: counseling for Kim and her 
husband, a safe place to vent, and 
connecting her daughter with 
life-changing volunteer programs. 

“It was a lifeline,” Kim says. “When 
you’re a cancer patient, it’s such a 
whirlwind. It takes a toll on the 
family when the main caregiver 
can’t fulfill that role.” 

Now in remission, Kim works as a 
group facilitator at an after-school 
program for kids. “We probably 
wouldn’t be having this conversation 
if not for Mercy Health donors. It’s 
that simple,” she says. 

Chris Esser feels fortunate that she didn’t struggle to provide for her children.  
But her compassion for those who do has motivated her to action.  

She was thrilled to join the II Century Council when approached by her husband’s 
aunt. The Council holds fundraisers and activities like a popular community  
baby shower to support Mercy Health’s Resource Mothers program.

“There is such a need nowadays,” Chris says. “I know some single moms  
who have trouble providing for their children.”

As president of the Council, she leads 40 members who work to keep  
the Resource Mother pantries stocked with supplies that mothers need.  
They provided 50 exersaucers and 10 high chairs this Christmas.

“It feels good to give back, especially when you see the cabinets filled,”  
said Chris. “These mothers are getting nice things for their children,  
but they are also getting some resources and help finding jobs.”

Why I give:

“I’m not only alive today 
thanks to my medical  
treatment, but my family and 
marriage survived intact 
because of the mental health 
support we received.”

When Kim (R) was going through breast 
cancer treatment, the Mercy Cancer 
Center provided support and counseling 
for their family and connected her 
daughter (L) with volunteer programs.

TO HELP STRUGGLING MOMS AND  
CHILDREN THROUGH RESOURCE MOTHERS



When Marcia Moc’s husband was placed on disability 
for a chronic illness, Marcia also lost her health  
insurance coverage. In her early fifties at the time, she 
knew getting screenings like an annual mammogram 
are important.

But without insurance, Marcia couldn’t afford a breast 
cancer screening. She often worried about it, especially 
since she wasn’t sure if she had a higher risk. Her mother 
had died at a young age, so Marcia didn’t know much of 
her family’s medical history.

Then a co-worker told her about free screenings at 
Mercy Health – Lorain Hospital Women’s Center. Your 
donations to the Foundation make 3D mammograms 

possible for women, like Marcia, who are uninsured or 
under-insured.

“The doctors and nurses there are great,” said Marcia. 
“They give you information to take home that’s  
so helpful.” 

You have changed Marcia’s future health outlook. 
Thanks to you, she can count on mammograms and 
exams during her yearly visits to the Women’s Center.

“I don’t know what I would do without it,” Marcia said. 
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MARCIA GETS  
HER MAMMOGRAM 
EVERY YEAR, 
THANKS TO YOU

“I don’t have to worry about being a cancer 
statistic, because this screening is available.”

Your gifts help women like Marcia 
get life-saving screenings,  
even when they don’t have  
insurance coverage.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Date of birth: ___________________________________________________________

Phone number: _________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________

Return your updated information in the postage-paid envelope before March 31  
for a chance to win. Or update online at mercysurvey.com or call us at (800) 999-2744.

Update your info and be entered to

Win a new iPad!



CONTACT US!
Mercy Health Foundation Lorain
Scott N. Pember, President
(440) 960-3545
3700 Kolbe Road | Lorain, OH 44053 
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YOU’RE HELPING 
JENETTA MEET HER 
HEALTH GOALS
Parish Nursing brings wellness to local churches

“My goal is to be healthy and to get around better so I 
can do more things for my family,” said Jenetta Newsome. 
And your support of the Parish Nursing Program is 
helping Jenetta reach her goals. She’s already lost 10 
pounds in a few months.

Your gifts provide Mercy Health’s Health Ministry and 
Parish Nursing Program to nearly 100 churches in the 
area. For some church members, the health screenings, 
fitness programs and nutrition classes are their only 
source of health care.

Jenetta’s pastor, Associate Minister Dana Capers, knew 
that her congregation needed to be healthier. She turned 
to the Parish Nursing team for help.

“The church is dealing with the soul and the spirit part, 
but we actually need to deal with the body part, too,” 
Dana said. 

Now their church is on a path toward physical wellness 
that includes health fairs and a group fitness program 
where members team up to meet goals together. Jenetta 
says this group effort has jumpstarted her life and is 
helping her meet her goals.

“I’ve got more energy and I’m moving 
around better and I thank God for that,” 
Jenetta says. “Everybody sees the difference in me and 
can tell I’m losing weight.”

Jenetta finds encouragement from her fellow church 
members, her family and her fitness class instructor.  
“She has helped me so much. She encourages me and 
lets me go at my own pace.”

Jenetta has even started taking her kids, ages 17, 15  
and 8. “I want them to be healthy too, like me,” she said.  
“I want them to know that it’s good to exercise.”

That’s what a will can be. A gift in your will is an  
opportunity to create a future—one where a person with 
the most challenging health issues can be successfully 
treated and go on to live a happy, healthy life. Make your 
will one that begins many lives. Simply call Jon Avellone at 
(440) 960-3487 or email jpavellone@mercy.com.

Make your will a document 
that impacts a life.

Send your gift to the Foundation in the 
enclosed envelope

Call us. We’d love to talk with you!

Visit our website:  
foundation.mercy.com/lorain

Make your credit card donation online

Make a bequest in your will

Make a local impact. Your gifts always  
stay local. 

What you can do today!

foundation.mercy.com/lorain

Dana (L) brought 
Parish Nursing to  
her church to help 
members like  
Jenetta (R) get 
healthier


