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RECOVER 
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YOU HELPED CHRISTINE FIND THE 
EASY STREET FOR STROKE RECOVERY

Christine Hermiller was only 53 
when she had a stroke at work. She 
was operating a forklift when she 
suddenly couldn’t manage the 
controls. She fell from her seat when 
she tried to climb down.

The stroke left her unable to speak 
and paralyzed on her right side. 
Christine was in Mercy Health— 
St. Rita’s Medical Center for five 
long months to heal and start her 
rehabilitation. 

You helped Christine on the road  
to recovery! Your support to reno-
vate and upgrade the Easy Street 
Rehabilitation Unit at St. Rita’s was 
just what she needed to regain her 
skills for daily living. Easy Street 
mimics the challenges of everyday 
life so patients like Christine can 
practice regaining lost function in 
the safe, supervised environment of 
the hospital. 

“At first I didn’t think I could do it,” 
remembers Christine, who initially 
needed two people’s help to even 
take a step. 

But, inch by inch, thanks to your 
support, Christine began to recover. 
She learned to speak, shower, 
navigate the Easy Street church 
pews, master trips to the mock bank 
and grocery store, and how to get in 
and out of a vehicle. 

Christine still receives outpatient 
physical therapy, and gets emotional 
when she speaks about her experi-
ence and the donors who helped 
make her recovery possible.

Simple information shared from one breast cancer survivor to a family member  
is what likely saved Janet Theuer’s life.

“Thank God my niece, who is a breast cancer survivor, suggested I ask for a  
3D mammogram for my annual exam,” she said. “If she hadn’t, where would I be?”

This gift of awareness that helped Janet’s doctors detect her cancer in its early stages  
with a 3D mammogram is something that she is now committed to sharing with others.

For Janet and her husband, AJ, that commitment now means monthly donations  
to the Mercy Health Foundation 3D Mammography Fund, something they started 
immediately after Janet’s diagnosis.

“I believe in early detection and awareness, and if we can give to the 3D Mammography  
Fund and it helps bring that, then we are for it 110 percent,” Janet said.

Why I give: 

“I left there walking and 
talking on my own,” says 
Christine.”

3D MAMMOGRAPHY SAVED MY LIFE.  
NOW WE HELP SAVE OTHERS.

“I couldn’t have done it  
without the donors,” she says 
between tears. “The gratitude  
I feel is more than I can 
express in words.”



Lisa Sanderson knew her husband’s illness was going to 
be a challenge. What she didn’t know was how your 
support of hospice care services at Mercy Health— 
St. Rita’s Medical Center would change their lives.

David Sanderson was an engineer and talented wood-
worker. Then he was diagnosed with frontal temporal 
dementia, and later with ALS, also known as Lou Geh-
rig’s disease. As David’s health declined, his doctors 
recommended that Lisa turn to in-home hospice care 
through St. Rita’s.

“The hospice team became like family—they were my 
friends, my confidants and supporters,” Lisa said. 
“People don’t understand that they don’t only help your 
loved one, they also save your sanity as a family member 
and caregiver. “

Lisa wants you to know that because of your donations 
to the hospice program, her husband was able to remain 
at home until he died in October 2018. When David 
passed away, Lisa encouraged everyone to support St. 
Rita’s hospice and asked for contributions to the program 
in David’s memory.

“Because of donors, we were able to have an experience 
we couldn’t have had otherwise,” Lisa said. 
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HOSPICE “ANGELS” 
COMFORT AND 
SUPPORT 
FAMILIES,  
THANKS TO YOU
With the help of hospice, Lisa was able to care for her 
husband, David, at home until he died.

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________

Date of birth: ___________________________________________________________

Phone number: _________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________

Return your updated information in the postage-paid envelope before March 31  
for a chance to win. Or update online at mercysurvey.com or call us at (800) 999-2744.

Update your info and be entered to

Win a new iPad!

“You change everything with your support  
of hospice. They took what was the worst time 
of our lives and allowed us to still feel joy. They 
loved my husband, and made him laugh, and 
gave me and the rest of our family tremendous 
comfort. Simply put, they are angels.”



During his tough battle with tonsil 
cancer, Sean Brennan faced a 
crossroads.

“Eating like a normal person was 
pretty much out the window,” he 
recalls of his doctor’s decision to 
insert a feeding tube. “My weight 
started dropping off real quick.”

A specific liquid nutrition supple-
ment for the feeding tube would 
meet Sean’s nutritional needs and 
strengthen his body for his cancer 
fight. But his insurance company 
didn’t cover the cost.

Your donations to the Little Miracle 
Fund allowed his nutritionist to give 
him two cases free-of-charge. 

Despite the fund’s name, Sean 
knows this gift was much bigger for 
him than a “little miracle.” “She 
pretty much saved me,” he said.  

When his healthcare got even more 
complex, Sean says he is thankful 
that Mercy Health and the Little 
Miracle Fund had his back. “They 
are the stop-gap measure that can 
step in and really, honestly change 
things. Period.”  

Now that Sean is finished with 
chemo and radiation, his weight is 
returning to normal and so is his life. 
“I can talk and I can eat most foods, 
so I am feeling pretty good.”

CONTACT US!
Mercy Health Foundation Greater Lima
Jacque Daley-Perrin, President
(419) 226-9044 
Mercy Health — St. Rita’s Medical Center 
730 W. Market St. | Lima, OH 45801 
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YOU GAVE SEAN  
THE LITTLE MIRACLE 
HE NEEDED

That’s what a will can be. A gift in your will is an opportunity 
to create a future—one where a person with the most  
challenging health issues can be successfully treated and 
go on to live a happy, healthy life. Make your will one that 
begins many lives. Simply call us at (419) 226-9044 or  
email mhfoundationgreaterlima@mercy.com

Make your will a document 
that impacts a life.

Send your gift to the Foundation in the 
enclosed envelope.

Call us. We’d love to talk with you!

Make your donation online today at 
foundation.mercy.com/lima 

What you can do today!

foundation.mercy.com/lima

“Because of you, Mercy Health 
medical staff can provide for 
small needs that help patients 
continue focusing on healing.”

Sean got the expensive 
nutrition supplement he 
needed during tonsil 
cancer treatment,  
thanks to you.

Check out 2018 donor 
listings on our website: 
foundation.mercy.com/lima


