Sometimes you just need
the support of others.
Contact the Mercy Health Foundation
today to play a part in supporting
our littlest patients.

VISIT
foundation.mercy.com/childrens
CALL
419-251-2121

Mercy Health Foundation
2525 Cherry Street, Toledo, OH 43608

Since the doors opened in 1998, Mercy Health — Children’s has become the leading healthcare resource
for children and their families in Northwest Ohio and Southeast Michigan. Modeled after state-of-theart facilities around the country, Mercy Health — Children’s has a full range of facilities necessary for
providing superior treatment.
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals (CMN Hospitals) raise funds and awareness for 170 member
hospitals that provide 32 million treatments each year to kids across the U.S. and Canada. Donations stay
local to fund critical treatment and healthcare services, pediatric medical equipment and charity care.
Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital is the CMN Hospital in Toledo, Ohio. In 2017, Mercy Health raised over
$1.4 million, most of it $1 at a time through Miracle Balloon icon campaigns and third party events. Our
various fundraising partners and programs support our nonprofit mission of saving and improving the
lives of the children we treat.
We are pleased to introduce some of our Miracle Children in this booklet. Take some time to learn
about the patients that your gifts support!

Where your gift goes
The Mercy Health Foundation empowers our local community to Be Well — Mind, Body and
Spirit — by funding programs that support, empower and strengthen the physical, emotional
and educational well-being of individuals and families.

AUTISM SERVICES

HIPPOTHERAPY

Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital has been a leader
in providing autism services to the Toledo Area since
2004. Mercy Autism Services provides services
to children from birth through the age of 12 and
emphasizes evidence-based autism intervention. Dr.
Richard Solomon, a renowned expert, author, and
international speaker on autism is the Medical Director
of Mercy’s Autism Program.

Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital is a proud
supporter of the hippotherapy program, a treatment
strategy that uses the multidimensional movement
of an actual horse! The term hippotherapy is derived
from the Greek word “hippos” which means horse.

Services provided include: CHIP (an all-day intensive
intervention program), Giant Steps (a half day
intensive intervention program), P.L.A.Y. Project
(one-on-one intervention with child and family)
and Customized Care Plans (“a la carte” services to
meet a patient and family’s needs). We are the only
program in the Northwest Ohio Region that utilizes
Applied Behavior Analysis, Occupational therapy,
Speech Therapy, as well as the P.L.A.Y. Project as core
concepts for our care planning.

Hippotherapy is used as part of an integrated
treatment program which incorporates physical,
occupational, and speech therapy to achieve
functional outcomes. Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital is the only facility offering hippotherapy in
Northwest Ohio.
The horse’s movement provides the patient with
movement experiences difficult to replicate in a
traditional environment. It is this variety of movement
and multi-sensory experience that allows patients
to achieve new functional outcomes and behaviors.
Postural control, balance reactions, hip, pelvic and
spinal mobility can all be improved in hippotherapy.

CHILD LIFE

GREATEST IMPACT

The Child Life program at Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital is a very important tool for decreasing the
stress and trauma of hospitalization experienced
by infants, children and adolescents. Our Child Life
Specialists provide play experiences for young
patients, as play is the most powerful and effective
means of stress reduction in children.

Your unrestricted contribution helps us meet the
most urgent needs of Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital. You support helps us make our hospital a
special place of hope and healing for our patients
and families. From providing vital funding for medical
equipment to educational assistance and support for
families adjusting to illness and hospitalization, your
contribution is making a difference.

Patients visit with therapy dogs, express their
creativity through art, enjoy computer and video
games and engage in a variety of other fun activities!

DOB: 12/11/2003
At the young age of seven, AJ was diagnosed with
Burkitt’s non-Hodgkin lymphoma, which is a cancer
of the immune system and usually appears as a
tumor. Burkitt’s accounts for 30-50% of childhood
lymphoma. It is the most aggressive type, but most
curable type of lymphoma. After receiving eight
months of chemotherapy treatment, he has fully
recovered. AJ loves archery, shooting, camping, and
is member of Boy Scouts of America.

AJ
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER
DOB: 7/18/2003
AJ has autism spectrum disorder, which is a
condition related to brain development that
impacts how a person perceives and socializes with
others, causing problems in social interaction and
communication. With help from the Mercy Health
autism programs, AJ is now a high functioning
high school student who is willing to try new and
different things. He enjoys camping, roller blading
and building Legos.

AJ
BURKITT’S NON-HODGKIN LYMPHOMA

DOB: 10/30/2000
Allie was 14 years old in 2015, riding with a
neighbor, when the car crashed into a telephone
pole on an icy country road. She was crushed
inside. Firefighters spent an agonizing 13 minutes
extricating Allie, who suffered major head trauma,
and a broken hip/pelvis. After being flown via
Life Flight Network to Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital, she spent weeks on a ventilator in a
coma. Allie fought hard to recover enough to be
transferred to a rehabilitation program. She enjoys
hunting and spending time with her friends. She
also does private tumbling/acrobat lessons.

Alexis
ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA –
T-CELL AND PNEUMOCYSTIS PNEUMONIA
DOB: 4/11/2000
At just 4 years old, Alexis was diagnosed with
acute lymphoblastic leukemia. Acute lymphocytic
leukemia is the most common type of cancer in
children, and treatments result in a good chance
for a cure. After receiving chemotherapy treatments
for six weeks, she was diagnosed with PCP
pneumonia. Alexis has spent approximately 110
days at Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital over the
course of her two and a half years of chemotherapy
treatments. The staff was a huge part of her life
and she has a strong connection with all of the
doctors and nurses still today. Lexi loves dolphins,
volunteering as a ZooTeen and has an interest in
studying medical imaging.

Allie
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY

DOB: 5/25/2012
Ava was one and a half years old when she began
having leg pains so severe she could barely walk.
After many months of testing, Ava was diagnosed
with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). ALL is
a cancer of the white blood cells. Abnormal cells
fill the bone marrow, where blood is made. Ava
was declared to be in remission after aggressive
chemotherapy, but continued her treatment until
December 2016 because of the risk of relapse.
Ava loves puppies, kittens, and playing with her
sister. After visiting the ocean, she wants to be a
mermaid. She is now a spunky, outgoing, full of life
six-year-old!

Aspen
EPILEPSY, ASTHMA, SPEECH DELAY,
SEIZURE DISORDER
DOB: 12/27/2012
Soon after Aspen arrived home from the hospital,
he began having trouble breathing. He would turn
blue and appear to stop breathing. Initially, the
diagnosis was Holding Breath Syndrome. After
months of monitoring, he was re-diagnosed with
Epilepsy, a chronic disorder characterized by
unprovoked seizures. Many people with epilepsy
have more than one type of seizure and may have
other symptoms of neurological problems as well.
Aspen loves music, dancing, Mickey Mouse and is a
very happy child that always has a smile on his face
and a hug for everyone.

Ava
ACUTE LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA

DOB: 9/16/2001
Ben was born three months early weighing one
pound, seven ounces, He stayed in the NICU for
more than three months, during which time he
underwent surgery to close a valve in his heart. Ben
was diagnosed with intrauterine growth restriction
(IUGR). IUGR occurs when a fetus doesn’t develop
at a normal rate. Ben was also diagnosed with
dysgraphia, the inability to write coherently, as a
symptom of brain disease or damage. Ben loves
horses and enjoys playing the guitar. He volunteers
in the toddler nursery at his church and is a Black
Belt in Shotokan karate.

Ben
RENAL CYSTS AND DIABETES SYNDROME
DOB: 6/23/2011
When Ben was 16 weeks in utero, his parents found
his kidneys were covered with cysts. Since he was
born, his kidney function has declined. He was
diagnosed with renal cysts and diabetes syndrome,
a rare genetic condition that causes cysts to form
on the kidneys, which also causes poor kidney
function. He had a kidney transplant in December of
2015. Ben loves swimming, going to the beach, and
making his two big sisters laugh.

Ben
PREMATURITY, INTRAUTERINE GROWTH
RESTRICTION, DYSLEXIA, DYSGRAPHIA, ADHD

DOB: 4/28/2010
Brandt was born with an anus and rectum that did
not form at all, which is called imperforate anus.
He had a small tube which grew from his small
intestine to his urethra. Brandt had his first surgery,
a colostomy, when he was just two days old.
Dragons, Pop-Tarts, and superheroes are a few of
Brandt’s favorite things. He also wrestles, plays
T-ball and flag football.

Bradley
HAEMOPHILUS INFLUENZAE TYPE B (HIB) /
BI-LATERAL PNEUMONIA
DOB: 3/24/2008
Bradley was born prematurely at 35 weeks and
remained in the NICU for two days. At seven weeks
old, he was admitted to the hospital due to an
extreme cough and fever. He was diagnosed with
HIB/pneumonia and was placed in a medically
induced coma on a ventilator to help him fight the
disease. Haemophilus Influenzae type B (HIB) is a
bacterium capable of causing a range of diseases
including ear infections, cellulitis, upper respiratory
infections, pneumonia and meningitis. Bradley
enjoys watching Star Wars, playing video games,
and likes to go to Disney World.

Brandt
IMPERFORATE ANUS

DOB: 10/16/2015
Bryson was born 6 weeks early when he was
transported to Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital.
After two scary, uncertain weeks, he was diagnosed
with TAPVR, a congenital heart defect affecting
1 in 10,000 births where blood circulates abnormally,
causing the baby to get less oxygen than is needed.
The only treatment is surgery. After 3 months
battling heart failure and aspiration pneumonia,
he weighed enough to have two life saving open
heart surgeries on the same day. Bryson now has
normal oxygen saturation, and is an ornery, busy,
growing, little boy.

Breanna
CROHN’S AND ORBITAL PSEUDOTUMOR
MYOSITIS
DOB: 7/24/2002
Breanna began having severe abdominal pain and
weight loss at age nine. Doctors at Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital performed an endoscopy and
diagnosed her with Crohn’s Disease. Breanna
has endured many oral and IV treatments for her
disease. Her condition was difficult to treat; and the
therapies required her to be hospitalized monthly.
Breanna loves hanging out with friends, coloring in
adult therapy books, and playing volleyball.

Bryson
PREMATURITY AND TOTAL ANOMALOUS
PULMONARY VENOUS RETURN (TAPVR)

DOB: 6/19/2010
Carly’s mantra is “tiny but awesome,” and it’s true in
everything she does. While Carly leads the life of a
typical second-grader, participating in Girl Scouts,
learning tap and jazz, excelling in math, and becoming
fiercely independent, that’s where Carly’s “typical”
ends. Carly loves crafting, making slime, Curious
George, traveling, dolls, playing school and cooking.

Bryton

She is just one of 17 kids living with progeria in the U.S.
Progeria is an extremely rare genetic condition that
causes her to age eight to 10 years each year. Children
with progeria have small stature, shorter life spans and
experience heart disease and stroke, along with other
conditions typically associated with the average aging
public, occurring as early as six, versus 70 or 80 years
of age.

CELIAC DISEASE, IMMUNE DEFICIENCY
DISORDER, ADHD & ASPERGER’S SYNDROME
DOB: 12/26/2008
Bryton suffered with problems digesting formula.
Extensive tests revealed he had celiac disease and
Asperger’s syndrome. Celiac disease is a disorder
of the small intestine that makes it difficult to
digest food with gluten. Asperger’s syndrome is
an autism-like disorder. Bryton loves playing with
trains and Legos, sings and dances, and plays
games on his iPad.

Carly
PROGERIA SYNDROME

DOB: 5/15/2009
Connor was born with Apert syndrome, a rare
genetic disorder characterized by the premature
fusion of certain skull bones. This early fusion
prevents the skull from growing normally and
affects the shape of the head and face. Connor
has already had 28 surgical procedures at the age
of seven, including four cranial procedures, cleft
palate repair, nose reconstruction, eye surgery, ear
surgeries, and seven hand and toe surgeries. Connor
is a very compassionate person who likes to take
care of others.

Cat
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER,
CHILDHOOD APRAXIA OF SPEECH
DOB: 11/20/2010
Cat was diagnosed early into her childhood was
autism spectrum disorder (ASD) and childhood
apraxia of speech (CAS). ASD is a serious
neurodevelopmental disorder that impairs a child’s
ability to communicate and interact with others.
CAS is a motor speech disorder in which children
have problems saying sounds, syllables and words.
Cat began speech therapy at the age of two and
hippotherapy when she was three. Due to this
intervention, Cat is now verbal and able to express
her needs. Some of Cat’s favorite things include
Minnie Mouse, Powerpuff Girls and My Little Pony
Pinkie Pie.

Connor
APERT SYNDROME

DOB: 9/10/2012
Dominic was born prematurely at 28 weeks, 4 days,
weighing barely two pounds. He spent 71 days in
the NICU at Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital.
Because his lungs were immature at birth, he has
scarring of his right lung as well as asthma. When
he came home, he was on oxygen and a heart/
lung monitor. At nine months, he contracted
metapneumovirus and spent 17 days in the pediatric
ICU. Since then, he has had his tonsils and adenoids
removed, and is doing very well! He loves playing
with trucks, Thomas the Train and riding his bike.

Coral
CEREBRAL PALSY
DOB: 1/14/2010
At one month old, Coral began having seizures
and was diagnosed with meningitis encephalitis
cerebral palsy, a disorder of movement, muscle tone
or posture that is caused by damage that occurs to
the immature, developing brain, most often before
birth. At two months, she began weekly physical,
occupational, and speech therapy. Her weekly visits
to the hippotherapy barn has drastically improved
her ability to walk. Coral loves to play with her baby
dolls, walking her Chihuahua dog and attending
hippotherapy sessions.

Dominic
PREMATURITY, ASTHMA

DOB: 5/23/2000
Elijah was born with sickle cell disease (SCD),
a genetic disorder where red blood cells are
misshapen, causing abnormal blood flow, pain
and tissue damage. In addition to SCD, Elijah had
avascular necrosis, the death of bone tissue due to
lack of blood supply, in his hips, which necessitated
a full hip replacement in 2016. Looking at him today,
you’d never know that he has been through more
at 17 years old than most people go through in a
lifetime. Elijah loves football and is an excellent
basketball player.

Dylan
AUTISM, COMMON VARIABLE IMMUNE DEFICIENCY,
PERSISTENT LEFT SUPERIOR VENA CAVA, EPILEPSY

DOB: 12/3/1999
Ever since his first bout with pneumonia at three
months, Dylan has spent many nights in the
hospital. Along with autism and epilepsy, Dylan’s
common variable immune deficiency (CVID) makes
it hard for him to fight infections. Dylan also has left
persistent vena cava, which means he has an extra
chamber in his heart. He loves gym class, band and
art, playing hockey and riding horses.

Elijah
SICKLE CELL DISEASE

DOB: 5/29/2010
Shortly after her first day of school, Emi began
having headaches that led to seizures and an
extremely high fever. She was placed in an
induced coma on a breathing machine. Emi had
meningoencephalitis, which is an infection and
swelling of the brain and the covering around it.
After several days, she began to recover, but she
required physical, occupational, and speech therapy.
Today one would never know that she spent almost
two weeks in the ICU fighting for her life. She loves
roller coasters and water slides.

Emanuel
SICKLE CELL DISEASE
DOB: 2/8/2004
Emanuel has sickle cell disease (SCD), a genetic
disorder where red blood cells are misshapen,
causing abnormal blood flow, pain and tissue
damage. Fortunately, Emanuel has been able to
avoid many emergency room and hospital visits.
He is the youngest of five, having two sisters and
two brothers, one of whom also has SCD. He loves
animals and watching Animal Planet.

Emi
MENINGOENCEPHALITIS

DOB: 9/7/2000
Eric was born with spina bifida, a defect where
the spinal cord does not close properly. It causes
hydrocephalus, clubfoot, paralysis and nerve
damage. Eric has undergone 27 surgeries to help
him overcome its effects. None of this stopped Eric
from competing in track and field, sled hockey and
hand cycling just to name a few! He aspires to be a
Paralympian one day! Eric is a true inspiration and
lives his life by the old saying “Where there is a will,
there is a way”!

Emily
TYPE I DIABETES
DOB: 4/5/2001
In August 2009, Emily seemed to have the typical
flu bug. But when she didn’t get better, a doctor’s
visit revealed that she had diabetic ketoacidosis,
and needed to be transferred immediately to
Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital to get her
blood sugar level down from dangerous levels.
This had to be done slowly so her brain wouldn’t
swell. Now that her diabetes is under control,
Emily can now participate in cheerleading, track,
FFA and riding horses.

Eric
SPINA BIFIDA

DOB: 3/17/2012
Eve joined her family nine weeks early, and
weighing just two pounds, was small even for
her age. She was born unresponsive and had to
be resuscitated. She spent 52 days in the NICU
struggling with jaundice, feeding and blood sugar
issues, and had trouble gaining weight. It was by far
the hardest year of her life. Eve was a tiny, fragile
baby full of strength and determination. Mercy
Health — Children’s Hospital gave her everything
she needed to survive. Eve enjoys learning
gymnastics, jumping on trampolines, and playing
outside with her siblings.

Ethan
PRUNE BELLY SYNDROME
DOB: 9/3/2010
Ethan was born with the complete lack of
abdominal muscles, giving his abdomen a “prunelike” appearance, urinary/kidney issues, pulmonary
issues. Prune Belly Syndrome (PBS) affects 1 in
40,000 births and 95% of those cases are males.
Prune Belly Syndrome is characterized by a lack of
muscles in the abdominal wall. Ethan loves to read
books and watch movies.

Evelyn
PREMATURE AT BIRTH

DOB: 2/16/2007
Gavin spent three weeks in the Neonatal Intensive
Care Unit at Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital
after suffering a brain bleed at birth. Gavin has
physical, speech, and occupational therapy to
address his cerebral palsy and hemiplegia, but his
favorite is hippotherapy, where he builds strength
and muscle tone by riding horses. He has learned to
walk, but uses a wheelchair because he tires easily.
Gavin is an awesome little boy who likes puzzles,
singing and dancing. He has a great sense of humor
and loves to make others laugh.

Frankie
ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIA
DOB: 7/7/2014
Frankie was a typical one year old in March 2016,
when an unusual mouth rash sent her to the doctor.
Tests showed she had acute myeloid leukemia, a
condition where the rapid growth of abnormal white
blood cells in the bone marrow interferes with the
production of normal cells. This scary diagnosis
turned the Peters family’s world upside down. After
eight months of chemotherapy, Frankie is doing well
and has gained an extended family in the team at
Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital. Frankie loves
dogs and bears and is always smiling and dancing.

Gavin
CEREBRAL PALSY, EPILEPSY, AND
ALTERNATING HEMIPLEGIA OF CHILDHOOD

DOB: 1/12/2016
Henry’s parents took him to the doctor for his eightweek check-up expecting to hear that he had a cold.
Within ten minutes of being examined, he was on
oxygen and on his way to Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital via ambulance. He was diagnosed with
severe pneumonia caused by RSV, which causes
infections of the lungs and respiratory tract. He was
placed in an induced coma with a breathing tube.
The next ten days brought terror to his family as he
struggled to survive. Thankfully, Henry recovered
and was able to go home. Henry is now a smiley,
happy boy who loves dogs and bananas.

Hannah
OMPHALOCELE
DOB: 9/30/2008
Hannah was born with an omphalocele, a condition
at birth where the internal organs grow outside of
the body because of a hole in the abdomen. Hannah
spent 72 days in the NICU, which allowed her body
to partially heal the abdominal defect. At five
months, she contracted respiratory syncytial virus,
leading to pulmonary hypertension, and lengthy
hospital stays. Surgery when she was two years old
made it easier for her to eat. She is now a healthy,
typical nine-year-old and hasn’t had any issues in
three years. Hannah loves music and likes to dance.

Henry
SEVERE PNEUMONIA CAUSED BY RSV

DOB: 9/8/2008
When Jackson was nine months old, he had a
series of illnesses that led to admission to
Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital. The doctors
discovered he had a pancreatic birth defect that
was causing his pancreas to leak and infect the
other organs in his abdomen. Jackson has been
in the operating room 18 times, including two
major open surgeries to repair his pancreas. He is
extremely creative, energetic, and loves playing
with Legos and video games.

Jackson
DUCHENNE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY
AND AUTISM
DOB: 4/17/2008
Jackson was diagnosed with autism at the age
of two and a half. In a routine appointment, it
was discovered that he had Duchenne muscular
dystrophy (DMD). DMD is a fatal genetic disorder
characterized by progressive muscle degeneration
and weakness. Over time, children with DMD lose
strength and muscle weakness, which leads to
heart and lung problems. Jackson has weakness
and fatigue, and sometimes uses a scooter to get
around. Jackson is a positive and engaging boy who
loves birds, sports and playing outside.

Jackson
PANCREATIC DUCT DEFECT

DOB: 12/28/1998
Jeanne was diagnosed with Moebius syndrome,
which is a craniofacial/neurological disorder that
results in facial paralysis, and for some, skeletal and
limb abnormalities. Jeanne cannot smile, but she
speaks and converses just like any other person.
Therapy at the BGSU Speech and Hearing Clinic has
helped her become a strong advocate and a very
independent young adult.

Jenna
SPINA BIFIDA
DOB: 5/25/2007
People who meet Jenna describe her as outgoing,
happy and sassy. You would have no idea she has 10
different diagnoses and has had 16 different surgeries.
Jenna was born with spina bifida and hydrocephalus
at 38 weeks. Spina bifida is a congenital defect of the
spine in which part of the spinal cord and its
meninges are exposed through a gap in the backbone.
Within 24 hours of birth she endured surgery to close
her myelomeningocele and had a shunt placed in her
brain. Since that time, she has had 14 other surgeries.
Jenna does not let her wheelchair stop her from
enjoying life, in fact, she has learned to overcome
many obstacles and enjoys playing sled hockey,
basketball and tennis. Jenna loves to go on vacation
and do activities that any other little girl likes to do.
Jenna’s disability does not control her life, she
controls the disability. Jenna’s new favorite saying
is, “I am normal in a different way!”

Jeanne
MOEBIUS SYNDROME

DOB: 6/12/2009
Josh was diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder
at the age of 20 months. He was non-verbal, with
limited communication ability. Occupational and
speech therapy have helped him become outgoing
and active. Some of Josh’s favorite things are tigers,
popcorn, Kevin the Minion and making YouTube
videos. Josh loves to play hockey for the Black
Swamp Ice Frogs.

John
MICRO-PREEMIE, BRONCHOPULMONARY
DYSPLASIA
DOB: 2/17/2014
John was born at 25 weeks weighing only 1 pound
3 ounces. His underdeveloped lungs meant he was
intubated and on a ventilator and had countless
transfusions. He has also had many surgeries. John
defied the odds at every turn, and is thriving! He
breathes with a ventilator at night, but during the
day he is a typical 3 year-old, destroying the house
and terrorizing the family dogs! He absolutely loves
Ray Charles! His favorite song is “I Got a Woman”
which he loves to listen to on his tablet.

Josh
AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER

DOB: 6/20/2011
Born weighing 3 pounds 14 ounces, Kara was not
thriving and began her journey seeing therapists
and specialists at only eight weeks. Kara was
diagnosed with SHORT Syndrome. SHORT
Syndrome is a rare disorder that affects many parts
of the body. Most people with SHORT Syndrome are
small at birth and gain weight slowly in childhood.
A feeding tube helped her gain weight. When she
was three and a half years old, Kara had genetic
sequencing done that confirmed her diagnosis of
SHORT syndrome. Kara loves her kitten, Goldfish
crackers, running, playing and swimming.

Kallie
TRISOMY 21, AVSD, PULMONARY ARTERY
STENOSIS, TOF, PFO, GERD, CONGENITAL
IMPERFORATE ANUS, HYPOPLASIA OF THE
LEFT ARTERY, OROPHARYNGEAL DYSPHAGIA,
UPPER AIRWAY RESISTANCE, OBSTRUCTED
SLEEP APNEA
DOB: 12/1/2014
Kallie was born with multiple medical conditions
and has been hospitalized at Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital many times. At two days old,
she had emergency surgery to place a colostomy.
We had planned to spend months in the NICU,
but our amazing NICU nurses had other plans for
Kallie. They taught Kallie’s parents how to care for
her colostomy, what to watch for when it came to
her heart, also how to place a feeding tube, as she
would be going home with one. Within 16 days,
Kallie was released from the NICU and got to go
home. Although she has had many stays at Mercy
Health — Children’s Hospital, Kallie has always come
out stronger than ever and the family says they owe
that to the doctors and nurses at Mercy Health, who
care for her as if she was their own.

Kara
SHORT SYNDROME (STATURE,
HYPEREXTENSIBILITY, HERNIA, OCULAR
DEPRESSION, RIEGER ANOMALY, AND
TEETHING DELAY)

DOB: 11/12/2001
Keirstin is a bubbly girl who loves to read, write her
own stories and working to help others. She was
born with four serious heart defects and had three
open heart surgeries by the age of two. Keirstin,
now 16, leads a healthful active life by following her
doctor’s recommendations. Keirstin is a member of
the “International Order of the Rainbow for Girls”
and she works hard to support the yearly charity
projects the group takes on.

Katie
BURKITT’S LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA
DOB: 8/28/2002
Katie was diagnosed with Burkitt’s leukemia
and lymphoma in March 2013. Burkitt’s leukemia
and lymphoma is a form of B-cell cancer.
Burkitt’s leukemia and lymphoma is associated
with impaired immunity and is rapidly fatal if
left untreated. She went through eight months
of aggressive chemotherapy at Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital. She has been in remission
since November 2013, when her treatment was
completed. Katie plays flute for her school’s
marching band and loves hanging with friends.

Keirstin
TRICUSPID ARTESIA, PULMONARY ATRESIA,
TRANSPOSED GREAT ARTERIES, RIGHT SIDE
HEMIPLEGIA

DOB: 10/19/2017
Landon was diagnosed with epidermolysis bullosa
(EB), a group of rare diseases that cause fragile,
blistering skin. The blisters may appear in response
to minor injury, even from heat, rubbing, scratching
or adhesive tape. Unfortunately, there is no cure or
treatment for this condition. The only things Landon
can do is limit opportunities to cause issues, pain
management and daily wound care. EB has been
known to be fatal, but many kids go on to live long
and fairly normal lives This has been a life-changing
diagnosis for Landon’s parents, but they have stayed
positive as they put things in place to allow him to
live a safe, healthy and as normal a life as possible.

Kyra
GROUP B STREPTOCOCCAL INFECTION
DOB: 5/21/2013
After losing their son, Cameron who was born at 27
weeks, Kyra’s parents were extremely cautious when
they became pregnant with her. Many precautions
were taken to avoid a premature birth. Just hours
after birth, Kyra was agitated, began having
difficulty breathing and developed respiratory
distress. After an examination, her terrified parents
learned that she needed to be transported via
Life Flight to Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital
NICU. Tests showed she had group B streptococcal
pneumonia and after 14 days of antibiotic treatment,
she was finally able to go home.
Kyra is now a happy, healthy 5-year old. She loves
gymnastics and dance, watching football with
her dad, shopping with mom, singing and playing
with her American girl dolls. She is excited to start
kindergarten in the fall.

Landon
RECESSIVE DYSTROPHIC EPIDERMOLYSIS
BULLOSA

DOB: 3/7/2011
Levi and his twin brother Liam were born 13 weeks
early. They spent two and a half months in the NICU,
which was just the beginning of their long journey.
Levi was diagnosed with twin to twin transfusion
syndrome (TTTS). TTTS occurs when abnormal
blood vessels cause the placental blood supply to
be shared unequally by twins. Often one twin does
not get enough nutrients to grow or even survive.
Seven years later they are happy healthy boys.
They enjoy building with Legos, playing outside in
the sandbox and tree house, riding scooters, and
drawing and painting.

Lelah
HYPOXIC-ISCHEMIC ENCEPHALOPATHY,
AORTIC COARCTATION
DOB: 3/10/2010
Lelah was the first patient at Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital to be treated with a full-body
cooling blanket, which causes the body to replicate
hypothermia, preserving brain function following
traumatic events. Her organs have been able
to recover from the initial damage and many of
her early conditions have been resolved without
intervention. Although not caused by the hypoxicischemic encephalopathy, Lelah was found to have
heart abnormalities that have also been resolved
over time. She has continued to amaze her doctors
with her demonstrated resilience and ability to heal.
She loves tumbling and plays piano.

Levi
PREMATURITY, TWIN TO TWIN TRANSFUSION
SYNDROME

DOB: 1/7/2009
Lindsey was born at Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital with a bowel obstruction due to duodenal
stenosis, a rare condition where a portion of
the small intestine is narrowed or closed. After
surgery at three days old, she spent seven weeks
in the NICU. When she was nine months old,
severe vomiting led to three hospital admissions.
Doctors were finally able to identify another bowel
obstruction that required surgery and a two week
stay in the PICU. Since then, Lindsey has been
healthy. Lindsey wants to be a teacher when she
grows up.

Liam
PREMATURITY, TWIN TO TWIN TRANSFUSION
SYNDROME
DOB: 3/7/2011
Liam and his twin brother Levi were born 13 weeks
early. They spent two and a half months in the NICU,
which was just the beginning of their long journey.
Liam was diagnosed with twin to twin transfusion
syndrome (TTTS). TTTS occurs when abnormal
blood vessels cause the placental blood supply to
be shared unequally by twins. Often one twin does
not get enough nutrients to grow or even survive.
Seven years later they are happy healthy boys.
They enjoy building with Legos, playing outside in
the sandbox and tree house, riding scooters, and
drawing and painting.

Lindsey
DUODENAL STENOSIS

DOB: 1/18/2008
Lukas was diagnosed with a heart murmur
shortly after birth. At one month of age he caught
respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), a serious lung
infection, leading to open heart surgery. Later
testing revealed a chromosome duplication. He
has since had surgery on his eyes, tongue, tonsils,
among others. Lukas loves Reese’s Peanut Butter
Cups, video games, superheroes and Cub Scouts.

Lucy
ATRIAL SEPTIC DEFECT
DOB: 2/4/2008
At Lucy’s three-month checkup, a heart murmur
was heard and was diagnosed with atrial septal
disorder (hole in the heart). Atrial septal defect
is a hole in the wall that separates the top two
chambers of the heart. Small atrial septal defects
may close on their own during infancy or early
childhood. Her physician monitored the hole to see
if it would get smaller, but it remained open. When
she was four years old, Lucy had a mesh implant
placed in her heart which would allow the skin to
grow around it to close the hole. Lucy loves music,
dancing, gymnastics and playing soccer.

Lukas
HEART DEFECTS, CHROMOSOME 22Q11.2
DUPLICATION, EXOTROPIA, SLEEP APNEA,
ADHD, PACEMAKER

DOB: 5/14/2009
Maddie and her twin Ethan were born eight
weeks early. Maddie needed to learn to take a
bottle, swallow and breathe while eating due to
her respiratory distress syndrome. Respiratory
distress syndrome, is a lung disease caused
by developmental insufficiency of surfactant
production and structural immaturity. Sadly, Ethan
was very sick, and after six weeks of intense
treatment, he passed away from pneumonia. Maddie
spent 42 days in the NICU. She is now a perfectly
healthy 9-year-old. Maddie loves animals, science,
drawing and Running Club.

Lyndon
PREMATURE BIRTH
DOB: 9/14/2007
In September of 2007, exactly six weeks
prematurely, Robert was born weighing 4 pounds
4.5 ounces, followed just two minutes later by
Lyndon weighing 4 pounds 10.5 ounces. Both boys
were eventually ventilated and given surfactant in
the Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital neonatal
intensive care unit. They spent three and a half
weeks in the NICU before coming home. Lyndon
received care to resolve his hydronephrosis. When
he was four, he had surgery to correct the problems
with his bladder and kidneys. Lyndon and Robert
are proud big brothers of another set of twins
who are four. Lyndon is an amazing artist, loves
monsters, vampires, and creepy things.

Maddie
PREMATURITY, RESPIRATORY DISTRESS
SYNDROME

DOB: 5/6/1993
Multiple health issues have meant many days,
weeks and months at a time in Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital for Marissa. Despite a bleak initial
prognosis, Marissa keeps proving doctors wrong,
and is now 25 years old with many talents and
interests. Marissa loves country and southern gospel
music and enjoys making bracelets to sell.

Madalyn and Mackenzie
MICROPREEMIE
DOB: 2/17/2014
Madalyn and Mackenzie were born at 23 weeks.
Madalyn weighed 1 pound 3 ounces and was 11 ¾
inches long. Mackenzie weighed 1 pound 4 ounces
and was 12 inches long. They spent 103 days in the
Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital NICU. In March of
2014, Madalyn was life flighted to have a tap placed
in her head because her brain was not releasing
fluids like it was supposed to. In May 2014, she went
back to have a shunt placed into her head to do the
draining for her. At one and a half years old, Madalyn
was diagnosed with spastic cerebral palsy due to
being born so early. The girls are in their 2nd year of
preschool and they love to learn new things. Both
girls love to dance, sing, and Madalyn wants to
play the drums. They also love cartoons, especially
little Einsteins.

Marissa
CEREBRAL PALSY, DANDY WALKER SYNDROME,
SEVERE SCOLIOSIS AND KYPHOSIS

DOB: 10/3/2016
Maverick’s birth, at just 32 weeks gestation, was
quite unexpected. His mom was not feeling well
and wisely went to the doctor to be evaluated.
The physician performed a thorough exam, and
found on the ultrasound that there was almost
no amniotic fluid surrounding Maverick. Within
an hour of that ultrasound, Maverick was born via
emergency c-section. He was transferred to Mercy
Health — Children’s NICU, where he could be safely
cared for until he was ready to go home. Maverick
loves laughing at his older brother, Dominic.

Mason
BRANCHIAL CLEFT CYST
DOB: 12/29/2002
Mason had unusual infections and fevers before
finally being admitted to Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital. Mason had a branchial cleft cyst, which
is a birth defect in which a lump develops on one
or both sides of the child’s neck or below the
collarbone. The cyst required removal in a complex
and risky surgery. He was confined to his hospital
room for the seven-day recovery period. His
comfort was watching Finding Nemo and playing
with toys the staff brought to him. When he grows
up, he wants to be a Disney Imagineer or star
on Broadway!

Maverick
PREMATURITY

DOB: 10/21/2006
Paige was born with a congenital heart condition
called aortic stenosis and aortic regurgitation,
which means that the valves in her heart do not
work correctly. After an initial two week NICU stay,
she returned to Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital
for heart surgery when she was only ten weeks
old. As she gets older she may need more surgery
to replace her aortic valve, but right now she is
focusing on sports and having fun. Paige played flag
football for two years, and currently plays volleyball,
basketball and softball.

Mauda~Kae
FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDER,
EPILEPSY, CEREBRAL PALSY, SENSORY
PROCESSING DISORDER
DOB: 12/2/2000
Mauda~Kae was born with fetal alcohol spectrum
disorder (FASD). FASD has led to other conditions
such as: Intractable epilepsy, which leads to
uncontrollable seizures, chronic asthma, and
severe sensory processing disorder. FASD is 100%
preventable and 0% curable. Mauda~Kae loves
horses and got to meet Winter the dolphin from
the movie Dolphin Tale.

Paige
AORTIC STENOSIS AND AORTIC
REGURGITATION

DOB: 1/25/1999
At five months old, Parker’s family learned of
his diagnosis of muscular dystrophy. Congenital
muscular dystrophy (CMD), a clinically and
genetically heterogeneous group of inherited
muscle disorders. Parker has had 15 hospital stays
at Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital for various
surgeries throughout his life. Parker enjoys drawing,
playing video games and listening to music.

Parker
JOHANSON-BLIZZARD SYNDROME,
LEGALLY BLIND AND DEAF
DOB: 1/31/2012
Parker was born six weeks early and spent 29
days in the NICU, where his many medical issues
were first identified. Parker was diagnosed with
Johanson-Blizzard syndrome which is an extremely
rare genetic disorder affecting multiple organs of
the body. Parker underwent surgeries to correct
problems with his digestive system, release his
tethered spinal cord, and remove a cyst near his
spine. He has had many procedures on his eyes,
and his family has considered cochlear implants
to improve his hearing. Parker loves playing with
textured toys and balls. He loves to roll around and
is working on sitting and crawling.

Parker
CONGENITAL MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY

DOB: 9/14/2007
In September of 2007, exactly six weeks
prematurely, Robert was born weighing 4 pounds
4.5 ounces, followed just two minutes later by
Lyndon weighing 4 pounds 10.5 ounces. Both boys
were eventually ventilated and given surfactant in
the Mercy Health — Children’s Hospital neonatal
intensive care unit. They spent three and a half
weeks in the NICU before coming home. After
months of testing, Robert was finally diagnosed
with asthma when he was seven years old. Lyndon
and Robert are proud big brothers of another set of
twins who are four. Robert loves to read and write
stories and is a trained weather spotter.

Regan
CARNITINE DEFICIENCY, RENAL TUBULAR
ACIDOSIS, IMMUNE DEFICIENCY, ULCERATIVE
COLITIS
DOB: 9/21/2005
Regan receives intravenous immunoglobulin
treatment every four weeks at Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital. Due to her multiple diagnoses,
her heart, kidney and liver function must be
monitored regularly. Getting her ulcerative colitis
under control is a challenge that lies ahead for her
and her family. Regan competes on the Inspire
Dance Team and loves being on stage performing!

Robert
PREMATURE BIRTH

DOB: 6/21/2005
Ruby was born with myelomeningocele, better
known as spina bifida (SB). Ruby’s first surgery
was when she was only four hours old, she spent
ten more days in the NICU at Mercy Health —
Children’s Hospital. As the staff took care of Ruby,
they prepared her parents on how to take care of
a special little girl. Ruby was also born with two
club feet, which is common for SB. She had her
first surgeries to correct them when she was just
18 months old. Just after her second birthday,
Ruby was diagnosed with autism and occupational
and speech therapy was added to her care plan.
Recently, she was also diagnosed with epilepsy.

Rodrick
SICKLE CELL DISEASE
DOB: 7/30/2004
Rodrick Brown was diagnosed at six weeks old with
Sickle Cell Disease (Type SS). He currently gets
blood transfusions every three to four weeks to help
maintain his health and well-being. Rodrick enjoys
playing basketball, playing video games, listening
and dancing to music and hanging out with friends.
His favorite book series are the Diary of a Wimpy
Kid and iFunny.

Ruby
SPINA BIFIDA, EPILEPSY, HYDROCEPHALUS,
AUTISM, CARNITINE DEFICIENCY

DOB: 1/11/2008
Sarah Anne and her twin sister, Megan were born
16 weeks premature in 2008. Megan was born with
severely underdeveloped lungs and a bacterial
infection. She passed away after only 6 short hours.
Sarah Anne had better lung development, but still
required a ventilator for nearly seven weeks. She
underwent heart surgery and survived three serious
infections. After 146 days, Sarah Anne was able to
come home with strict feeding schedules of high
calorie formula. With the help of therapists, she
began walking at two and speaking at the age of
three. Sarah loves dogs, coloring and bike riding.
She’s involved in cross country and Brownie’s.

Sage
IMMUNE DEFICIENCY AND NEUTROPENIA
DOB: 2/4/2009
At eight months old, Sage had suffered multiple
bouts of pneumonia. After further tests, she was
found to be immune deficient. She had a chest
port inserted so she could receive Intravenous
Immune Globulin (IVIG) treatments every few
weeks. She gets ill very easily and has had life
threatening infections. During the winter season,
she is homeschooled and participates in class
through Skype to reduce the risk of getting sick.
Sage and her chest port, which she has named
“Buddy,” loves to go camping, play with friends,
and eat chocolate donuts.

Sarah Anne
PREMATURE BIRTH

DOB: 7/11/2005
Valory was diagnosed with osteosarcoma in her
left fibula. Osteosarcoma is the most common type
of bone cancer and typically starts in bone cells in
the arms, legs or pelvis. She had several rounds of
chemotherapy, an infection in her lungs, and two
major surgeries. Despite everything she has gone
through, Valory is not letting her diagnosis keep her
down. Even after doctors were forced to amputate
her leg, her sparkling personality and passion to
dance is still there. From the beginning, she said
she wouldn’t give up dancing — she truly is a
“fighting dancer.” She continues to love dance
and even went on to the second round of “So You
Think You Can Dance”.

Tyler
ASTHMA, DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY
DOB: 12/27/1996
Tyler was born prematurely at 30 weeks gestation,
but did well and went home only a month later. He
suffered two severe bouts of pneumonia caused
by respiratory syncytial virus (RSV), which led to
long periods of low oxygen to his organs, causing
damage to his brain and heart. Initially, his sensory
issues, food aversions and respiratory problems
were overwhelming, but with love and care, he has
now surpassed all expectations and is thriving. Tyler
is a percussionist and was vice president of his class.

Valory
OSTEOSARCOMA

DOB: 2/20/2009
At six months old, Zoie contracted bacterial
meningitis. Doctors at Mercy Health — Children’s
Hospital diagnosed her with selective antibody
deficiency, meaning she lacks important antibodies,
leaving her unable to fight some infections. After
extensive treatment with concentrated antibodies
extracted from thousands of donors, Zoie has
been cured! Her body started producing its own
antibodies which allows her to be an active, typical
nine-year-old. Zoie now loves to swim in lakes
and the ocean, which was not possible before
her treatment.

Xavier
ESOPHAGEAL STRICTURE
DOB: 3/11/2017
Xavier was born early at 36 weeks. He came home
five days later, but soon began vomiting with
evidence of blood. He was admitted and continued
to be sick and wasn’t gaining weight. An upper GI
endoscopy was performed and the doctor found
that he had an esophageal stricture, a narrowing of
the esophagus due to scarring from extreme acid
reflux. He had stomach surgery to help with acid
reflux and now has his feeding tube removed. Xavier
is a very happy baby that smiles through it all.

Zoie
SELECTIVE ANTIBODY DEFICIENCY

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS FOR HELPING
MAKE MIRACLES HAPPEN FOR OUR KIDS!

Sometimes you just need the
support of others.
Contact us today to play a part in supporting our
littlest patients!
Kristi Frederick, Program Director
419-205-7365
kristi_frederick@mercy.com
Megan Quimby, Coordinator
419-260-2287
mxquimby@mercy.com

Donate online at
Foundation.mercy.com/childrens

Miracle child Sarah loves dogs,
coloring and bike riding!
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